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From the Principal’s Desk 
Students enjoyed the visit to Calamvale Commu-
nity College for the sausage sizzle fund raising.  
The College raised in excess of $6000.00 for the 
appeals. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior School 
News 

 

J1 Junior one has six students, four of which 
are new students to the school. In the past four 
weeks the students have been doing extremely 
well settling into their new class. This term we 
have been doing a variety of activities based 
around the theme of ‘Senses’. So far, the stu-
dents have enjoyed exploring their senses of 
taste and touch through painting, oro-motor, 
sensory, water play, music, and fine motor ac-
tivities.  
Teacher: Michelle Verhoeven  
Teacher Aides: Lynette Cullen  
& Bobie Pahl 
Students: Bahaa, Isaac, Madisyne, 
Jessica, Nathan, Holly 

 
 

Important Dates:     
                                          

Friday Feb 27 Clean-up Australia (schools)  
 
Tuesday March 3    Annual General Meeting of the P & 
C at 9:30 AM 
 
Tuesday March 31   Maroon Outdoor Education Camp 
for selected students 
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   J3                    Teacher: Megan Cameron 
                      Teacher Aide: Shadae Fraser 
Students: Amy, Bao Han, Connor, Shakira, Joseph 
Junior Three is a class of five students, three girls and two boys aged between seven and nine.  
Our theme this term is ‘Senses’ and so far we have been exploring our sense of taste and touch.  
The children have had a lot of fun trying many new tastes and touch sensations through art, fine 
motor, sensory and oro-motor activities. 



INTRODUCING CLASS J4  
Hello we are J4, some of the junior’s at our 
school. Our names are Dylan , Andrew , Con-
nar , Kourtenay , Luke and Michael . Our 
teacher is Miss Kirsty Fulop and our teacher 
aide is Mrs Karin Brear. This term we are learn-
ing all about our five senses and so far have 
enjoyed touching lots of different objects and 
tasting new and different foods. Our first five 
weeks together have been lots of fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle  School News 
 

M3 Teacher:  Louise Fritz 
Teacher Aide:  Ros Powney 

Middle 3 is a happy, vibrant and action packed 
class.  There are five boys and two girl aged 
between 8 to 12 years.  We’ve settled in very 
well to the new school year and we’re enjoying 
learning about our theme ‘Family and Friends.’  
Our favourite activities include shopping, cook-
ing, maths, swimming and science.  We look 
forward to many more adventures and contin-
ued learning throughout 2009.   
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So far this year we have all settled in well and 
been having a great time in the classroom and 
school environment, exploring and learning 
about many different things.  
Each week we are involved in different pro-
grams which include fine motor, numeracy, 
literacy, swimming, gym, cooking, community 
access, library, grooming, music, games, PE, 
art and the sensory room.  
This term we are exploring the curriculum 
rough the theme ‘Family and Friends’. 
 
 
 

                                            
                                                 
 
                                 
   
M6 
Welcome to M6. This year M6 consists of 5 
wonderful students, who love to have a laugh 
and have fun, they are Laura, Ruta, Hiba, Mi-
kayla and Sam. We have two full time staff 
members Elizabeth Rogers the class teacher 
and Taryn Stokes the teacher aide. We also 
have two aides who come in to help us on a 
regular basis and they are Jenni Martin and 
Kerryn Doyle. M6 have settled in well to the 
school year and have enjoyed exploring and 
engaging in a range of different activities within  
the classroom, school and the community. 
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INTRODUCING  CLASS  M9 
 

A new class has 
been formed 
this week.  M9 
is our name.  
Amit, Chris, 
Matthew and 
Jason are the 
students.  Mrs 
Sally Burton is 

the teacher. Mrs Jodie Carpenter is the Teacher 
Aide on Mondays and Mrs Marie McGahan is 
the Teacher Aide for the rest of the week.  Our 
first day together was on Wednesday the 18th 
February and it’s thumbs up for our first week 
together. 
 
Senior School News  
In S1 there are five students with one full time 
teacher, Pamela Kelly, and one teacher – aide, 
Jenny Dodson.  All students are aged 15, or 16, 
this year and they are all girls with an intellectual 
impairment and a variety of disabilities affecting 
communication and behavior. They are settling 
in well together and we are beginning projects in 
communication, personal care, functional Eng-
lish and Math, horticulture, arts and hospitality, 
leisure and recreation. Having begun their Sen-
ior Education years generic skills related to a 
workplace are strongly emphasized, rewarded 
and assessed. All students enjoy swimming 
which will continue this term.   
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S2 This year our class has 8 students who all 
have positive attributes to add to our class dy-
namics. The teacher is Barrie Carney with help 
from teacher aide Darlene Rowe. We have 
started the year concentrating on Australian 
theme, studying our flag and creating Austra-
lian animals in art classes. 
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S3 – Senior 3  
Andrew, Kevin and Tevita with Mr Thomsen 
and Mrs Hall 
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We work hard at maths and writing and  
our puzzles. 

NEW STAFF1  !!! 
 
The school was fortunate to engage Mrs Sally Burton 
and Mrs Robyne Roper, 2 teachers that have been 
recently appointed.  Mrs Burton is taking a newly 
formed class M9, while Mrs Roper is supplying 
much needed non contact support to teachers.  Mrs 
Jenny Dodson has been reemployed as a classroom 
teacher aide, along with Mrs Jennie Martin and Mr 
Wayne Pepe.   We now have a total of 23 teachers 
including the admin team and 24 teacher aides work-
ing various combination of hours.  



Class S4  
Teacher:Mary Ann van der Weide 
Teacher Aide: Sandra McDonald 
�Q
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S4 is a senior class of 8 students aged from15 
to 17 years – 2 girls and 6 boys. The priorities 
for the students this term are to develop more 
independence, show respect to everyone and 
to adapt to changes. They have really taken on 
the responsibilities of being Senior students at 
Calamvale Special School. . 
All of the students start Work Experience this 
term at various work sites. Four students are 
doing courses at Eagleby Learning Centre. 
They are learning important skills needed in the 
workplace such as listening to the boss, being 
on time, keeping their work area tidy, following 
instructions, as well as trade-specific skills. S4 
have become role-models for the younger stu-
dents in the school, and have embraced the 
School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Pro-
gram. They will readily tell others the 5 school 
rules: “I can wait, , I can ask for help, I can 
share, I can listen and I can communicate”. 
These values will be important when they have 
left school and joined the workforce.�Q
All the students in S4 are a friendly group who 
look forward each day to learning more about 
themselves and the world around them, and de-
veloping knowledge and skills for their future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

S5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S5 is a senior class with 7 students.  Our 
class is settling into work experience rolls 
within the school and out in the community.  
S5 are currently participating in delivering  
local newspapers.  Tasks include: folding 
newspapers into quarters, putting on elastic 
band, putting into plastic bags, counting,  
tallying and delivering into post boxes.  Our 
class also delivers bus rolls, class rolls and 
complete a laundry program. 
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Technology News 
 
Late last year teaching staff were issued with 
laptop computers as part of the state government 
initiative.   
Our school has been a successful applicant in 
round 2 of the Australian Government’s Na-
tional Secondary School Computer Fund.  We 
have ordered an additional 10 computers for 
student use. 
 
Rob Codognotto our computer “tech guy” is 
doing a great job ensuring all of our computers/
printers, etc are operating correctly.  Rob works 
one day a week. 

 


